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Special Education 

 
The Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) provides a continuum of programs and services for 
disabled individuals from birth to twenty two years of age. Due to the large size of Oakland USD, we are 
our own SELPA. The OUSD SELPA provides services to both district-run and district-charter schools. 
Charter schools can elect to apply to join a Charter SELPA. As of the 2015-16 school year, only eleven 
OUSD authorized charter schools remained in the OUSD SELPA, while twenty six charters exited to 
become members of the El Dorado or Sonoma County SELPAs.  
 
All public schools have a legal obligation to serve all students, including those with a variety of special 
needs. While each district-run and district-charter school site cannot accommodate all varieties of 
special education programming, both sectors have an ethical obligation to financially support all 
programs and children.  

 
The Need: 
Areas of concern around special education include student access to all schools, the large number of 
charters leaving the District SELPA, and the cost/quality of service. 
 
The table below summarizes: 
1) Percent of students with disabilities within district-run and district-charter schools 
2) Types of  SPED designations served at district-run and district-charter schools 

 

Special Education Student Enrollment & Designations 

Schools 
% of Total 
Enrollment 

Mild/Mod 
Mild/Mod or 
Mod/Severe 

Mod/Severe 

District-Run 14.35% 0.51% 11.86% 1.98% 

District-Charter 7.52% 0.17% 6.97% 0.38% 

Difference 6.83% 0.34% 4.89% 1.60% 
Source: This data was collected using the SEIS database for schools in the OUSD SELPA including charters, self-reported data for  
charters outside of OUSD's SELPA, and the 14-15 enrollment file from the CDE website. Compiled 6/1/15 

 

 District-run schools serve Mild/Mod special education students at 3x the rate of district-charter  
schools. 

 District-run schools serve Mild/Mod or Mod/Severe special education students at 1.7x the rate  
of district-charter schools. 

 District-run schools serve Mod/Severe special education students at 5.2x the rate of district- 
charter schools. 

 Overall, district-run schools serve special education students at a rate of nearly 2x that of  
district-charter schools. 
 

Approximately 70% of OUSD authorized charter schools have left the SELPA, citing concerns including: 
1) Lack of autonomy over hiring SPED service providers 
2) Quality of special education services 
3) Increased costs associated with participation in the OUSD SELPA (see chart below) 
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The Office of Charter Schools analyzed special education costs from eleven comparable (student 
demographics and/or geography) school districts: 

 

 The average cost increase across all districts was 5.77% over the past 3 years, while  
OUSD’s increased by 8.18%. 

 There is only a $17-57 difference between OUSD’s and neighboring districts’ (Berkeley  
and Alameda) per ADA charge 

 It is important to note that high poverty districts, like OUSD, face the challenge/higher costs of  
serving more children who are at a higher risk of developing disabilities.*  

 
Special Education Working Group 
For the 2015-16 school year, charter leaders will be meeting on a monthly basis to problem-solve 
around the topics discussed above.  

 
Timeline of events: 
-Charter Leader Working Groups (October-June 2016) 
 
Potential Partnership Pathways: Special Education (2015-16) 
-Create a Charter SELPA within the OUSD SELPA 
-TBD 

*Biological factors known to increase developmental disabilities, include toxin exposure (e.g., lead paint in older buildings), malnourishment, premature birth 
from prenatal drug and alcohol use, and vitamin deficiencies in the mother (e.g., folic acid). (National Center for Children In Poverty) 

School District 
ADA 

13-14 

Free/Reduced 
Lunch % 

13-14 

Average Cost 
Per ADA 

13-14 

% Change 
13-14 

vs. 
12-13 

% Change 
12-13 

vs. 
11-12 

Castro Valley Unified 9,048.70 21.1% $           2,867 -6.92% -1.54% 

Oakland Unified 34,977.53 75.3% $           1,909 7.25% 0.93% 

Berkeley Unified 9,102.72 41.2% $           1,892 -0.38% -2.67% 

Alameda Unified 9,066.53 33.1% $           1,852 9.29% 2.62% 

West Contra Costa Unified 28,020.49 70.9% $           1,685 6.30% 2.58% 

Fremont Unified 32,654.64 18.2% $           1,570 -13.29% 9.23% 

Sacramento City Unified 39,853.67 73.2% $           1,562 6.85% 3.36% 

Hayward Unified 19,816.50 70.5% $           1,338 14.90% 7.91% 

San Leandro Unified 8,264.78 64.8% $           1,221 8.00% 10.03% 

San Jose Unified 30,566.83 44.6% $           1,186 5.68% 2.89% 

Compton Unified 22,957.60 93.6% $           1,117 6.83% -0.83% 

Vallejo City Unified 12,609.31 71.1% $           1,086 -2.83% -6.88% 

AVERAGE 21,411.61 56.46%    $       1,607.07 3.47% 2.30% 
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